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Equipping America’s veterans with vessels, tools or vehicles to start a business or pursue career education. 

Work Vessels for Veterans nonprofit presents 
laptops to help homeless vets find work   

Work Vessels for Veterans, a Noank, CT nonprofit that 
equips veteran with the tools they need to start a business or 
pursue career education, surprised Connecticut’s Department 
of Labor Deputy Commissioner Kurt Westby with a 
presentation of 5 refurbished and fully loaded laptops for the 
5 state regional offices offering veterans employment 
services.   

“Wow!  I wasn’t expecting this!  What a great addition to our 
services,” said Westby. “These laptops will go to our five 
regional offices to help homeless and other veterans seeking 
re-employment in the state’s labor force.”   “Thank you!” chimed in Terry Brennan, Director of the CT DOL-
VETS employment services program.  “These laptops will be used by vets who need extra help completing job 
applications and writing resumes.”  

Cathy Cook, Executive Director of Work Vessels for Veterans addressed the Homeless Employment Provider 
Conference at the Armed Forces Reserve Center in Middletown on March 24th to describe the unique services 
of WVFV before nearly 100 conference attendees from federal, state, local and community service providers. 
“Work Vessels for Vets is the most amazing nonprofit I have known in all my years of public service.  Since 
2008, over 1300 veterans in 48 states have received equipment valued at over $1.3 million for their civilian 
businesses and career education needs.  I still have found no other national organization that does what the five 
volunteers of WVFV do.”   

WVFV Chairman John Niekrash joined in the presentation, noting that the day before, he had delivered 50 
laptops to Syracuse University’s Entrepreneurial Bootcamp for Veterans business school.  “This is cool stuff, 
and WVFV is proud to offer a hand up with the tools needed to help vets make the transition back to civilian 
life.  We thank the corporate donors who gave us the laptops and our volunteers who refreshed them for reuse.” 

Work Vessels for Vets is a top rated, volunteer run, nonprofit charity with the mission to equip America’s 
returning veterans with the “Vessels” or tools they need to start a business or pursue career education. Since 
2008, Work Vessels for Vets (WVFV) has donated over $1.3 MILLION in “vessels” to more than 1,300 
veterans in 48 states.  WVFV equips them with boats, tractors, farm implements, trucks, generators, trailers, 
mechanics tool sets, carpentry tools, laptops and whatever other "vessel" needed to support their dreams of 
having a business of their own.  Quietly run by 5 volunteers in Noank, Connecticut, WVFV subscribes to the 
"pay it forward" model, asking recipients to hire fellow veterans, give back to their communities, and heal 
themselves through generosity and entrepreneurship. To learn more, visit www.WVFV.org 


